
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 
and go forth to share God’s love in word and deed within our community 

FIRST PARISH 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ 
180 York Street, York, ME  03909 

Phone: 207-363-3758      
Prayer line: 207-363-6451 

E-mail: office@firstparishyork.org 
 

www.firstparishyork.net 

Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. You can learn more about us via the brochure 
in the back of the seat in front of you, or at www.firstparishyork.net. 
 
Restrooms: Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building, which is accessed 
by stairs in the foyer. Wheelchair accessible restrooms can be found across the drive in 
Fellowship Hall. For access during the worship service, please see a Deacon.  
 
Nursery Care: Our downstairs nursery is not currently staffed, but you are welcome to 
accompany your child to the nursery at any point during the worship and spend time 
there as a family if you feel that you need to. 
 
Video and Streaming:  We stream our worship services live and archive them on 
www.youtube.com/@firstparishyork. If for privacy reasons you do not wish to have you 
or your children’s faces appear on video, you can sit in pews that are marked on the ends 
with blue tape. Feel free to ask a deacon to show you what those markings look like. 
  
Photos: We regularly take photos for use in media. If you would prefer you or your 
child’s image not be used, please inform a pastor after worship.  
 
Sunday School: During the school year, anyone age 4 through 8th grade is welcome to 
attend Sunday School. We ask that parents/guardians fill out a registration form on the 
first visit; our Deacons will be happy to connect you with someone from Sunday School 
before the children make their way outside. Partway through Sunday services, children 
are invited to meet with their teachers in the church foyer. Together, students and 
teachers will make their way to the Fellowship Hall to take part in fun and faith-based 
activities centered around a theme from the Bible. (Family members are always welcome 
to attend Sunday School if you wish!) After worship is over, families can go across the 
drive to sign out their children with the teachers. Sunday School is free of charge. 
 

No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are On Life's Journey, 
You Are Welcome Here! 

We covenant with God and with one another as members of First Parish Church to be an 
Open and Affirming Church.  We affirm the dignity and worth of every person created in 
the image of God. We are one body with many members: people of every age, marital 
status, family structure, faith background, physical and mental ability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, racial and cultural identity, and socio-
economic status. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we invite all into the full life, ministry, and 
sacraments of the church. We honor the guiding principle that discrimination is 
incompatible with Christ's message of unconditional love. 
 
 

 

 

Changed Heart 
   Changed Mind 
Changed Life 

Love in Truth and Action 
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909   w 207-363-3758 
office@firstparishyork.net  w www.firstparishyork.net 

 
 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my 
help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made 

heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121:1-2 
 

http://www.firstparishyork.net/
http://www.youtube.com/@firstparishyork


   

ANTHEM                                     “WE CAN BEAT THE STORM”     
                            Music: Meredith Tompkins/Words: Louise Phillips  

We can beat the storm, finding hope and calm all around us, 
by leading and creating, awakening souls and minds, connecting invisible lines. 
In the sun and moon’s bright light, in the beautiful trees blowing in the breeze. 
in the rushing waves breaking on the shore, in snowflakes falling on your face. 

Joining our voices in song and laughter near and far away. 
We are stronger and better together. Let’s all rejoice in joy! 

Let’s keep this beauty by showing appreciation, 
caring for each other and gratefulness for the little things. 

With integrity for humanity, with community spirit. 
Sweet Spirit 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SCRIPTURE               Acts 2:1-21    N.T. 103                         Terrie Ilaria 
 
SERMON               “Under the Influence”              Rev. Eric Dupee 
                                                                                                  
OFFERING OUR GIFTS                “I WILL SING WITH THE SPIRIT”         John Rutter (b. 1945)  

I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the understanding also. 

                                          — 1 Corinthians 14:15 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  (together)          No. 34      
You are free to sing inclusive lyrics (below) or traditional lyrics (from the hymnal). 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
               
*CLOSING HYMN         “ON PENTECOST THEY GATHERED”             No. 334 
 
CLOSING BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN  
                     
POSTLUDE                                 “PRAISE AND SING” LANI SMITH (1934-2015) 

We invite the congregation to remain seated in order to enjoy the postlude. 
However, you are welcome to exit the sanctuary at any time. 

 
Flowers given in Honor of our Confirmands from First Parish Church. 

 
 
 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2025 ~ 10AM WORSHIP 
PENTECOST/BAPTISM 

 
*Indicates a time when you are invited to stand if you choose. 
 
9:45AM HYMN SING                               

 
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP                  Rev. Eric Dupee 
                
PRELUDE FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  

“SPIRIT SONG”     Arr., John Carter (b. 1930) 
 
GATHERING PRAYER  (together)                           Terrie Ilaria  
O God, help us to put our selfish desires aside and direct our thoughts to you, that your 
power might fill this church and our lives fully, just as it filled churches and people 
throughout the ages. Teach us to be your people and remind us to pray as Jesus taught his 
followers to pray… 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN    “GOD IS HERE!” (verses 1-3)       No. 1 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 
Scott Beckwith and Adriana Phillips 
 
(Children ages 4 and up are invited to go to the church foyer to meet with their Sunday 
School teachers immediately following the Presentation of Bibles.) 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
  Easton Henri Levesque – born June 8, 2023 
  Son of Meryl Levesque and Dominic Levesque  
  Jillian Santosuosso and Nicholas Levesque, Godparents 
 
                           
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are the Diaconate. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship.  
WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in 
the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email 
devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing 
yellow name tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet 
our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, 
children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and 
grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to 
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs 
of the church.  Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s table who 
wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents would like their 
children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first Sunday of every month), you 
will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or Nursery attendants so that you can go and 
retrieve your children at the appropriate time. 
PASTORAL CARE:  For after Parish Office hours or weekend emergency pastoral care, you can reach one of 
the pastors by calling 207-358-9776.  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope 
you will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  
York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will 
know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the 
front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the 
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in 
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level. 
 



 
                                                                                                                   
 
 
 

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Eric Dupee 

Staff 
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 

Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 
Trey Selenga, Coordinator of Youth & Family Ministries 

First Parish Church Lay Leaders 
Nancy Stevens, Moderator 

Jonn Schrimper, Vice Moderator 
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
 
 

Today, Sunday, June 8th 9:45 Hymn Sing 
 10am Worship/Pentecost/Baptism 
 11:15am Out to Lunch Bunch 
 11:30am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
            Monday, June 9th 8am Cardio/Tone  
 6pm Fellowship in Action 
            Tuesday, June 10th 8:30am Yoga 
 6:30pm Assessors Meeting 
            Wednesday, June 11th 8am Cardio/Strength 
 9:30am Wednesday Bible Study-Zoom 
 6:30pm Deacons Meeting 
            Thursday, June 12th 8am Zumba 
 5pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 5:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal with bells 
 6pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal 
 6:30pm Growing the Church Meeting  
            Friday, June 13th 8am Aerobics 
            Sunday, June 15th 8:45am Handbell Choir warm up 
 9:00 am Handbells and Sanctuary Choir warm up 
 9:15am Sanctuary Choir warm up 
 10am Worship/Trinity Sunday and Music 

Appreciation Sunday 
 3pm Fourth Street Jazz Choir concert – First Parish 
 Sanctuary, Wendell conducting 
  
  

  
 
  
  
   
   
   
   
   
     
  

  
       

Fellowship in Action:  Berry picking on Friday, July 7 at 9am. We will gather as a group in 
front of Fellowship Hall before heading to the farm. We will head back to the church to have 
strawberries with shortcake and whipped cream. Delicious!!  (Each person/family will likely have 
berries to take home for jam making or freezing.)  
Eric and Cathy McCulley  cmcculley74@gmail.com or 978-394-2950 
 
Lowell National Historic Park in Lowell, MA. Boott Cotton Mill tour and Pawtucket Canal 
Boat Tour. All are welcome! Learn about Lowell’s unique industrial history on Friday, August 
18. Carpool from Fellowship Hall at 9am. Explore stories of the workers, engineers, inventors, 
and investors who made Lowell the first successful planned industrial city in the US. Boott Mill 
admission: $6 adults, $4 seniors, $4 students, $3 youth (or National Park Pass) 
https://www.nps.gov/lowe/planyourvisit/boots-cotton-mills-museum.htm 
Learn who dug the canals, laid the stone walls, operated the locks and gates of Lowell’s 
remarkable waterpower system. Pawtucket Canal Boat admission: $13 adults, $11 seniors, $9 
students/youth (or National Park Pass) https://www.nps.gov/lowe/planyourvisit/guidedtours.htm 
We will also have lunch at a local restaurant TBD. To sign up, contact Kathy McQueeney by July 
15, so she can buy advance tickets. kathymcqueeney@hotmail.com or 603.580.1184. 
 
Out to Lunch Bunch:  Interested in going out to lunch after worship with new friends, old 
friends, visitors worhsiping? Great! Someone will be standing with a sign “Out to Lunch Bunch” 
in and around the Narthex after worship on the second Sunday of each month. We will decide on 
a destination at that time. Would love to have you join us. July 9, August 13, September 10 and 
October 8. Information contact Linda Drew 207-351-8141 or p.l.drew79@me.com 
 
Men’s Gathering Barbeque:  Men of First Parish let’s get together for some great food and 
fellowship!  All are welcome. We’d love to know if you plan to attend. 
July 15 at 5pm at the home of Per Jonas, 88 Darcy Road in York.  Wicked good brats, sides, 
vegetarian friendly option.  RSVP Church office at office@firstparishyork.net or 207-363-3758. 
 
Green Tip/News:  Companies are vigorously working on decarbonizing steel production. MIT 
has recently developed a process that leans on electricity rather that burning coal and utilizes 
materials that are usually considered waste. They are hopeful that they will have the capacity to 
disrupt the industry and lead the green steel revolution. A Swedish consortium has delivered the 
first batch of green steel to an automobile manufacturer (Volvo) for truck production.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour: Please come to Fellowship Hall, directly across the one-way road, for 
refreshments and conversation. All are welcome. 
 
Out to Lunch Bunch:  We’ll be going out to lunch after the service today. Join us in the 
Narthex or Fellowship Hall to gather and find out our destination. All are invited. Always 
fun. 
 
Fellowship In Action:  ALL ARE WELCOME! Monday, June 9 at 6:30pm in  
Fellowship Hall. Refreshments provided! 
 
First Wednesday Food Pantry Drive:  Grateful for our volunteers this week, Carolyn 
Furber and Joy Carl. Thank you to all of our volunteers this year. 
 
Sunday School:  Today’s lesson will be “Knowing God means Trusting in God”. We 
will continue our study of “Knowing Jesus in a New Way.” Your child can meet the 
Sunday School teachers at the church entrance following the Presentation of the Bibles. 
 
Church Camp: Pilgrim Lodge is a multi-generational summer camp and retreat space 
operated by the Maine Conference of the United Church of Christ. It is located on the 
shores of Lake Cobbosseecontee. There are numerous programs and camps for children 
of all ages running this summer. For information go to www.pilgrimlodge.org 
 
Green Tip/News:  With the help of revolutionary technology, the cruise industry charts a 
greener way forward. The trade group, Cruise Lines International Assoc. that represents 
most of the industry has pledged to become carbon neutral by 2050. “Biodigesters that 
naturally “eat” food waste and convert biodegradable food waste to gray water; heat 
exchangers collecting wasted steam generated by engines into hot water for pools, 
showers and A/C; aerodynamic retractable sails covered by solar panels planned for 
Hurtigruten/Norway by 2030. “ www.AAA.org 
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