
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 
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Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

Vision 
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite, 
courageously include, and generously serve all with  
compassion and grace.     

Mission 
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship; 
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families, 
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.  
 
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for 
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our 
community and the world. 
 

Welcome  
WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in 
the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email 
devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing 
yellow name tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet 
our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, 
children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and 
grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to 
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs 
of the church.  Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s table who 
wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents would like their 
children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first Sunday of every month), you 
will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or Nursery attendants so that you can go and 
retrieve your children at the appropriate time. 
TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning is Dianne Goodwin. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee and our Thanksgiving Dinner of Gratitude in Fellowship Hall 
after worship. 
PASTORAL CARE:  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you will let us know 
if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  York Hospital, if a 
patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will know of your 
hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the 
front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the 
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in 
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level. 

*CLOSING HYMN         “FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION”            No. 723 
 
*THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN                    Reverend Pat Smith 
 
POSTLUDE      “NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD” (fron Cantata #79) 
    J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

The Harvest Table has been prepared by the Flower Committee  
and will be donated to fill Community Thanksgiving Baskets 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         Amelia and Charlotte Waldrop 
 
ANTHEM                           “ALL GOOD GIFTS”    David Schwoebel 

He only is the Maker of all things near and far. 
He paints the wayside flower, He lights the evening star. 
The wind and waves obey Him, by Him the birds are fed. 
Much more to us, His children, He gives our daily bread. 

Accept the gifts we offer for all Thy love imparts, 
And what Thou most desirest: our humble, thankful hearts. 

—Matthias Claudis 1782 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      Pastor Dan Hollis 
 
HYMN                     “WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD”                                                  No. 726 
     
SCRIPTURE       Ephesians 5:15-20     N.T. 172  
 
SERMON             “ A GUY NAMED GRATITUDE”                                  Reverend Pat Smith 
 
CALLED TO COMMITMENT          Pastor Dan Hollis 
On this special Sunday, please come up the center aisle as your row is called to dedicate your 
offering of thanksgiving: Place your morning offering, estimate of giving, or “I Have 
Pledged” or “I am an E-Giver” cards (extras found in your pew) in the offering plates 
provided, as a sign of your faith commitment to follow in the way of Jesus. If you have an 
offering of food for the York Food Pantry, place it on the floor around the altar. If the gifts 
you have to offer this day are not physical, you are invited to come up and offer a brief silent 
prayer before the altar, dedicating your intangible gifts to the service of God. 
 
OFFERTORY               Gina Connolly, soloist 
 
PEOPLE’S RESPONSE 
We promise to covenant with one another to fulfill God’s vision as followers of the way 
of Jesus. Together we earnestly seek to uphold one another and support one another 
through the work of the church according to the gifts entrusted to us by God. 
 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT             No. 34 
Holy God, in your wisdom you have provided all that we need and more. Accept these gifts 
we offer as a symbol of our heartfelt gratitude and our desire to share in your work of justice 
during these times we live in. Amen. 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
 

* Please stand if you are able.  All people are invited to read bold face liturgy. 
 
PRELUDE      Grand Jeu                         Jean Adam Guilain (c. 1680-c. 1739) 
                    “THANKS BE TO THEE”     attributed to G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 
                                           
THE INVITATION   God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.     Pastor Dan Hollis  
                                      And also with you. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS           
 
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION        
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                             Reverend Pat Smith                                                     
Come, let us worship our God with joy and thanksgiving. 
     Everything in us says THANK YOU! 
For God’s love, for God’s faithfulness, 
     THANK YOU! How great is the glory of God? 
 
*OPENING HYMN       “COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME”                 No. 721 
 
*HOSPITALITY MOMENT                                 Pastor Dan Hollis                
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)  
 
GATHERING PRAYER                                                              Carolyn Dupre 
God, you are the source of our life. Gather us together now, we pray. Form us into a 
holy community of your own people. Remind us of the miracle of being human and 
being alive, of loving, of sharing, of learning and growing. For all these things we give 
you thanks, praying as Jesus taught us… 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 



 

First Parish Church 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 SPRING FAITH FEATURES  

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Pat Smith 

Rev. Dan Hollis 
Staff 

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 

Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator 
First Parish Church Lay Leaders 

Jan Jonas, Moderator 
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator 

Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

First Parish Church 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 FALL FAITH FEATURES 

THIS WEEK 
 

               Today, Sunday, November 18th 9:30am Worship 
 11am Thanksgiving Dinner of Gratitude 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (full) 
 7pm Combined Choir Rehearsal 
            Monday, November 19th 8am Zumba 
 7pm Deacons Meeting 
            Tuesday, November 20th 8:30am Yoga 
 5-7pm Table of Plenty 
 5pm Handbell Warm-Up 
 5:20pm Sweet Spirit Warm-Up 
 5:40pm Sanctuary Choir Warm-Up 
 6pm Combined Choir Warm-Up 
 7pm Celebration of Praise and Thanksgiving  
            Wednesday, November 21st  8:30am Zumba 
 9am Women’s Bible Study 
 5pm Adult Bible Study 
            Thursday, November 22nd Parish Office Closed 
 8:30am Aerobics 
            Friday, November 23rd Parish Office Closed 
 8:30am Aerobics 
            Sunday, November 25th 9:30am Worship 
  
 
  

               MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Saturday, December 15th, 2018 

Our annual gift to the community. 
There will be Sign-Up at the Opportunity Table. 

For more information contact Thom Kearns at tkearns@capecod.net  
Coordinators:  Judy Schriefer, George Parton and Chris Briley. 

GROUNDS & GARDENS 
CLEAN UP DAY 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
9:30am 

Buildings & Grounds Committee needs your help and would greatly appreciate 
your time.  Please bring your favorite tools: Gloves, Rake, Tarp and/or Leaf 

Container (with your name on it). 
Some tools will also be provided. 

"Many hands makes light work" 
Please call Sherry McConnell if there is question of weather 

363-5494 

CALLING ALL WHO WANT TO GET INVOLVED 
The Nominating Committee is looking to fill many openings on the various committees of the 
church. Whether you have been here for a long time or are a new member, we would welcome 
you to join a committee that best suits your gifts and talents.  Committees are places to learn 
more about our church and meet members of the church family.  If you feel you are being called 
to get involved, committees with the most need are, but not limited to, Christian Education, 
Stewardship, Nominating, Memorials, Diaconate (Deacons), Cemetery, and Collectors.  If you 
are not sure what these committees and others do and want to find out more or perhaps sign up, 
call or email one of the members of the Nominating Committee.   
We will gladly give you more information. 
Heidi Oliver – 860-617-9247 – holiver@maine.rr.com 
Kay Hamlin – 207-646-1366 – hamlin_rk@yahoo.com 
Richard Leigh – 207-337-2323 – rleigh4186@aol.com 
Carolyn Dupre – 207-752-3247 – cdupre78@aol.com 



 

SAVE THE DATES 
DECEMBER 1 
Wreaths & Greens & More Sale 
Bake Sale, Crafts, Christmas Home 
Décor and Nubble Art 
9am-12pm 
 
DECEMBER 9 
Christmas in the Village Concert 
4pm 
 
DECEMBER 15 
Drive Through Nativity 
5pm – 7pm 
 
DECEMBER 16 
A Service of Lessons & Carols  
4pm  
Trinity Church 

NOVEMBER 18 - Today 
Thanksgiving Dinner of Gratitude 
following worship 
 
NOVEMBER 20 
Celebration of Praise and Thanksgiving 
7pm 
 
NOVEMBER 30 
Wreaths and Greens and Workshop 
Bake Sale Set up 
8am-4pm 
First Parish Members Sale 
2pm-4pm 
 

Helping Through Loose Change 
In September $62.50 was collected for Ending 68 Hours of Hunger. 
The Stewardship Committee asks you to share your loose change as you leave 
church and put it in one of the wooden boxes in the Narthex labeled “Helping 
Through Loose Change.” The loose change from the month of November will go to 
benefit the Heifer Fund.  The boxes are secure so anytime you go by with loose 
change you can feel confident the proceeds will go to a worthwhile church 

Book Stipend for 1st year, 2nd Semester College Students 
Members of First Parish Church who are 1st year college students  

in their 2nd semester of study are eligible for  
a “one time” book stipend from the Diaconate.   

The amount allotted will be determined by the Deacons  
after reviewing the applications. 

Applications available in the Parish Office and Opportunity Table 
 or email office@firstparishyork.net 
Deadline December 14, 2018 

Ongoing 
First Parish’s talented crafters have already begun transforming yarn and fabric, beads and trim, 
paint and glue into one-of-a-kind holiday ornaments, decorations, and fashion accessories. Contact 
Susan Mancinelli at sman1234@twc.com or 207-351-8641 if you would like to join this merry 
band of elves 
The best time of the year to sort and donate your gently-used Christmas decorations is NOW; just 
in time for Christmas Décor at Wreath and Greens. A collection bin is located right outside the 
door of the Parish Office. Please no artificial greens or trees.  Contact Sherry McConnell at 
sherrym@maine.rr.com or 207-363-5494 for information. 
 
The Last Week of November 
Calling all bakers to make breads, cookies, brownies, candy, cakes, cupcakes and pies for the FPC 
Bake Sale to be held during the Wreath and Greens Sale, December 1st from 9AM to 12Noon. 
Please individually wrap and label items and include nuts or no nuts or gluten free on label. Think 
Saran Wrap, zip lock baggies, plastic bags that fit the item and amount. You may drop off your 
offerings in the Fellowship Hall kitchen November 30, 2018 from 9:00 to 3:00PM so they can be 
priced for the sale December 1. Contact Patty Lundgren at patty-l@comcast.net or 603-828-2782 
for information. 
 
Friday, November 30 - 8:30 am to 4 pm - Wreath and Greens Workshop 
2pm-4pm First Parish Members Sale 
Come when you can, stay as long as you are able. Whether you are an experienced wreath maker, 
an aspiring floral arranger, or someone who loves to organize, there is a spot for you! Together we 
transform Fellowship Hall into a Winter Wonderland! 
   
Saturday, December 1 - 9 am to noon 
The Wreath and Greens Sale is open to the public. 

 
We need many Holiday Hands to gather, create, decorate, arrange, tag and sell. 

You can sign up at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall. 

First Parish Church 
Wreaths & Greens and More Sale 
Bake Sale, Crafts, Christmas Home Décor 
 and Nubble Art 
First Parish Members Sale 
Friday, November 30th 
2PM to 4PM 
 
Public Sale 
Saturday, December 1st 
9AM to 12Noon 


