
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 
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Vision 
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite, 
courageously include, and generously serve all with  
compassion and grace.     

Mission 
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship; 
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families, 
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.  
 
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for 
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our 
community and the world. 
 

Welcome  

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in the 
“Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email devotional 
messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce yourselves to the pastors as 
you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name tags).  Please join us in 
Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, children will 
meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and grades 5-8 will be in the 
second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to come to your child’s classroom to meet 
their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs of the church.  
Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are the Diaconate. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship. 
PASTORAL CARE:  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you will let us know if you or a 
family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us 
directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family 
member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the front of the 
church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the sanctuary and either out 
the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in the lower level of the church exit out 
the back doors of the lower level. 

CELEBRATING COMMUNION              
This communion table is open to all who seek the presence of the Risen Christ.  We 
eat the bread together, as a symbol of our divinely intended unity.  We drink the cup 
individually as a symbol of our divinely intended uniqueness. 
(Gluten free crackers are in the middle of the tray) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN         “I’M GONNA LIVE SO GOD CAN USE ME”       No. 574 
 
THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN                   
 
POSTLUDE      Marche Royale       Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632-1687) 
 

Communion flowers are provided by the Esther W. Hungerford Fund. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Jesus looked up and said to a sinner: “Where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you? 
Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
ANTHEM              “GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD IN PEACE”       Paul Sjolund 

Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. 
Hold fast to that which is good. Render to no one evil for evil. 
Go forth into the world in love. Strengthen the fainthearted. 

Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor all people. 
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Meredyth Goss, flute 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
HYMN                     “A PLACE AT THE TABLE”   (verses 1, 3 and 5 only)         No. 617    
  
SCRIPTURES                  Job 1:1, 2:1-10            O.T. 416      Thom Kearns 
                                   Psalm 26                     O.T. 466 
 
SERMON                                                                                                  Rev. Deborah J. Blood 
 
INSTRUMENTAL RESPONSE 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY  “SHEEP MAY SAFELY GRAZE” (from Cantata No. 208)     J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT             No. 34 
God, we present these offerings that they may be used to extend your liberating reign. With 
them, we offer our varied ministries in the days ahead that each of us may be part of your answer 
to the cries of the world. Amen. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2018 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
COMMUNION 

 
* Please stand if you are able.  All people are invited to read bold face liturgy. 
 
PRELUDE            Processional in C                         Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933) 
                         Christe Redemptor Omnium       Ronald Arnatt (1930-2018) 
   
THE INVITATION   God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.       
                                      And also with you. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                               Pastor Dan Hollis 
 
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                            Thom Kearns 
Fear not, 
    For God is with us! 
Do not be dismayed, 
    For God will strengthen us. 
We open ourselves to the presence of God. 
    Let us worship and rejoice! 
 
*OPENING HYMN              “GATHER US IN”                 No. 649 
 
*HOSPITALITY MOMENT              Pastor Dan Hollis                
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION     
We have promised to live as your people, God of our life. Yet, we confess that we still 
fail you and one another. Through the Spirit you offer us freedom, but we cling to our 
chains. Through the Spirit you offer us unity, but we continue building walls between 
ourselves and others. Through the Spirit you offer us power, but we shrink away in fear 
and doubt. Forgive us, O God, when we ignore your calls and reject those who need us. 
Help us to find the strength to be better. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who taught 
us to pray… 
 
 
    



 

 

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Dan Hollis 

Staff 
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 

Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator 

First Parish Church Lay Leaders 
Jan Jonas, Moderator 

Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator 
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 
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Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 FALL FAITH FEATURES 

THIS WEEK 
 

               Today, Sunday, October 7th 9:30am Worship/Communion 
 10:45am Coffee Hour-Rev. Blood 
 11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
            Monday, October 8th 8am Zumba 
            Tuesday, October 9th 8:30am Yoga 
 5-7pm Table of Plenty  
            Wednesday, October 10th  8:30am Zumba 
 4:30pm Mission Committee Meeting 
            Thursday, October 11th 8:30am Aerobics 
 5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal 
 5:30pm Thursday Evening Service 
 6pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
            Friday, October 12th 8:30am Aerobics 
 6:30pm Youth Group Grades 5-8 Corn Maze   
            Sunday, October 14th 9:15am Hymn Sing 
 9:30am Worship 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
  

 

Neighbors in Need Offering 
TODAY, OCTOBER 7 

 Heifer International Fundraiser 
Have you ever had cupcakes decorated like bunnies, 
llamas or ducks? Well, come to coffee hour today and 
see them for yourselves! They will be available for 
purchase to help support our Church School fundraiser 
for Heifer International.   
Thanks!  Quack, quack.  

WELCOME OUR MAINE CONFERENCE UCC MINISTER, 
REV. DEBORAH J. BLOOD 

Rev. Blood will be joining us at Coffee Hour  
to discuss the search process for a settled pastor.    

There will also be a time for questions. 
Please try to attend. 



 

The pumpkins are Here!  Volunteers needed! 
The 5th Annual Pumpkin Patch will be open 7 days a week, for four weeks  

or until the pumpkins are sold. Any and all volunteers will be gratefully accepted.  
Sign Up: https://www.signupgenius.com 

You may also go to the homepage of www.FirstParishYork.net 
and click on the Events Registration button. 

Chris Briley, Richard Leigh, Bob and Joanne Myers 
 

Thursday Evening Worship 
5:30pm in Fellowship Hall. 

Informal, Relational, Inspirational 
Food for Body and Soul 

Not in the mood for “traditional worship?” Or maybe you’re going to miss a Sunday and need your weekly dose 
of God? Intergenerational, informal, and interactive, Thursday Worship is crafted with all ages and generations 
in mind, including children and youth. The message is accessible to people of any age, the atmosphere is family 
friendly, the activities are rich and fun, the music is full of soul, and it doesn't hurt that you don't have to make 
dinner that night.  

Come join the Thursday family! 
5:30pm – 5:50pm Simple Supper is served 

5:45pm – 6:00pm Music with Joyce, Harvey, and Kent 
6:00pm – 6:50pm Worship 

PS: If you want to help out by making soup and salad every once in a while, check with Carolyn Dupre 
(cdupre78@aol.com) or sign up at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall. The church will reimburse you for 
any ingredients! 

 
SEW-A-THON  

Saturday, November 3 
9am - 12noon 

Fellowship Hall 
We are once again hosting a wonderful sew-a-thon. 

Invite your friends! 
Bring your sewing machine, notions, fabric (100% cotton)  
if you have some to use or donate, and your enthusiasm! 

Dress-A Girl has just recently reached 
1 MILLION dresses sent to over 82 countries. 

Questions?  Judy Schriefer 207-351-8670 

             Wolf Hollow sanctuary 
   You don’t just hear a wolf howl.  You feel it! 
                 Saturday, October 13 
                   (weather permitting) 

1pm – 2:30pm 
Ipswich, Massachusetts 

Carpool departs First Parish Church 10am 
Lunch at Woodman’s in Ipswich 

Admission 
Adults  $12.50 

Seniors-65+  $8.50 
Children-3yrs-17yrs  $8.50 

Tickets are limited 
http://www.wolfhollowipswich.org to purchase tickets 

For more information contact 
Fran Lalley 

207-363-4711 

Helping Through Loose Change 
The Stewardship Committee asks you to share your loose change as you leave 
church and put it in one of the wooden boxes in the Narthex labeled “Helping 
Through Loose Change.” The loose change from the month of October will go 
to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  The boxes are secure so anytime you go 
by with loose change you can feel confident the proceeds will go to a 
worthwhile church ministry. 


